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· Cleaning products have become safer to use and 
less harmful to the environment thanks to the new 
legislation on chemical substances. 

· Better food labelling means citizens know exactly 
what they’re serving up for their families 

· Parents can let the children play because the EU 
makes sure that toys sold in Europe are safe. 

· Thanks to EU efforts, temporary workers now enjoy  
paid leave, just like permanent staff. 

· The European institutions have worked tirelessly  
with the Member States to find coordinated  
solutions to the financial crisis. Now more than  
ever, the euro has demonstrated its stabilising 
effect on our countries’ economies. In November  
2008, the Commission proposed a € 200bn  
economic recovery plan to protect workers, house-
holds and companies.

· The plan includes increasing investment in green  
technologies (in sectors such as energy, transport  
and construction), cementing the EU’s position  
at the forefront of efforts to combat climate 
change.

Source: http://ec.europa.eu/news/eu_
explained/081222_1_en.htm

Introduction
A new year starts and with it a new period has opened for Europe 
with the great challenge of facing the worldwide economic crisis 
and combating the problems resulting from the recession, but 
also new opportunities  arise of creating cohesion in Europe 
and insipring its citizens to cooperate for a common goal of 
overcoming these problems. This requires new and innovative 
solutions, and as each year passes, the EU chooses a theme 
for a campaign to draw attention to a specific issue. 2009 has 
been dedicated to Creativity and Innovation. 

What does this mean? This means that the present year will 
inspire citizens of Europe to be more creative and innovative, and 
in order to do this the EU has opened more funds to innovative 
projects and has issued new measures that will inspire its 
citizens to find creative solutions to the present problems. 

In this issue of the newsletter we reflect on some actions  the 
EU has done for its citizens in 2008, will speak a little bit about 
the new opportunities in the year of Creativity and Innovation, 
and will alsodiscuss the measures the EU has taken to passify 
the financial and economic crisis affecting the whole world, 
especially small and medium enterprises. 

Enjoy Reading!

The Europa Media Team
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What the EU has done for us in 2008?
Spotlights: Altough its citizens may not feel the direct effect of EU measures on their everyday life, 
the EU made serious efforts in 2008 to improve the quality of life in its Member States. Here are some of 
these measures:
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Each year, the EU chooses a theme for a 
campaign to draw attention to a specific issue. 
2008 was dedicated to intercultural dialogue 
with the slogan ‘United for diversity’ and 2009 
will be devoted to Creativity and Innovation.

 
The EU has long recognised creative thinking as key to 
success in a global economy. Innovation is an essential 
part of both the commission’s climate change package 
and its plan to revive the EU economy, now suffering 
its worst downturn in decades. In this aim hundreds of 
conferences, projects and exhibitions will take place 
across Europe during the year, with the common objective 
of raising awareness of the need for imaginative solutions 
to today’s challenges.
In nowadays changing environment the motor of 
development in the world is rapid innovation. As the  
EU moves to a knowledge-based economy, it must develop 
its potential for creativity. In particular, Europeans must 
learn to embrace change and be receptive to different 
strategies. According to the Edcution Commissioner 
Ján Figel, this learning process must already begin in 
schools, and traditional educational requirements shall 
be mixed with new teaching concepts, like giving young 
people ‘soft skills’, for example sense of initiative, etc.  
The European Year of Creativity and Innovation has 
the objective to raise awareness of the importance 
of creativity and innovation for personal, social and 
economic development, to disseminate good practices, 
stimulate education and research, and promote policy 
debate and development. 

The Year addresses the following themes:
· fostering artistic and other forms of creativity through pre-school, 

primary and secondary education including vocational streams, as 
well as informal education

· maintaining engagement with creative forms of self-expression 
throughout adult life

· cultural diversity as a source of creativity and innovation

· information and communication technologies as media for creative 
self-expression

· ensuring that mathematics, science and technological studies promote 
an active, innovative mindset

· developing a wider understanding of the innovation process and a more 
entrepreneurial attitude as prerequisites for continued prosperity

· promoting innovation as the route to sustainable development

· regional and local development strategies based on creativity and 
innovation

· cultural and creative industries including design – where the aesthetic 
and the economic coincide

· innovation in public and private services

Sources:
http://ec.europa.eu/news/eu_explained/081224_1_en.htm;
http://www.create2009.europa.eu/

Certainly 2009 will offer real opportunities of funding to 
those who have creative ideas and innovative solutions 
to problems. Here there are some initiatives of the 
European Commission on a European scale that jointly 
raise awareness of the objectives of the European Year 
of Creativity and Innovation, and those who are interested 
in actions in this field may get more information trough 
these projects:

Quiz

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

1. 2009 is the Year of ................ and Innovation
2. Which is the smallest Member State of the EU? 
3. The abbreviation of the European Investment Fund. 
4. Slovakia introduced the ........ in 2009.
5. Who is the Commissioner for Education?
6. What is the name of the information service of   
 Community research and development activities? 
7. S&T stands for ........... and technology. 

2009 is the European year of 
CrEatIvIty and InnovatIon

FP7 – Financial & Project 
ManageMent
2-day  intensive management training

12-13 March 2009, Budapest, Hungary

www.eutrainingsite.com

 P R A C T I C A L     P E R S O N A L       P R O F E S S I O N A L
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Europe Innova
Europe INNOVA is an initiative for  
innovation professionals supported 
by the European Commission. This 
initiative has been designed as the 
focal point for innovation networking 
in Europe. Europe INNOVA therefore 
aspires to inform, assist, mobilise and 
network the key stakeholders in the 
field of entrepreneurial innovation, 
including firm managers, policy 
makers, cluster managers, investors 
and relevant associations.Europe 
INNOVA adopts a sector-based 
approach that is strategical ly 
designed to identify and analyse  
the leverages and barr iers to 
innovation within specific sectors.  
It is intended that this approach 
will lead to sound and targeted 
policy measures. Furthermore, the 
sector-based approach will activate 
cooperat ion between business 
clusters in Europe through the 
establishment of networks between 
clusters that operate in the same 
or different domains. Through such 
cooperation it is envisaged that 
existing clusters will adopt “outward 
looking” approaches by establishing 
learning platforms for exchanging 
experiences, information, good 
practice and knowledge. Europe 
INNOVA brings together more than 
300 par tners from 23 Member 
States.

For more information about Europe  
INNOVA please click on the following web-
site: http://www.europe-innova.org/index.
jsp

Pro Inno  
Europe
PRO INNO Europe is an initiative  
of Directorate General Enterprise  
and Industry which promotes the  
objectives of the European Year 
of Creativity and Innovation on  
a policy level. The initiative aims  
to become a focal point for 
innovation policy analysis, learning  
and development in Europe, with  
the view to learning from the best  
and contributing to the development 
of new and better innovation policies 
in Europe.

More about the PRO INNO EUROPE  
initiative: http://www.proinno-europe.eu/

Intelligent  
Energy Europe
Creativity and innovation are also  
the keys for successfully addressing 
one of the most important challenges 
of our time: the fight against global 
climate change. There are many 
untapped opportunities to save energy 
and encourage the use of renewable  
energy sources in Europe, but  
market conditions do not always 
help. It will be important that the 
conditions for finding creative and  
innovative solutions for saving 
energy and protecting the climate  
are created on the European market.  
It will need to be ensured that these 
solutions are not only favourable to the 
environment but also offer economic 
opportunities. The European Year of 
Creativity and Innovation therefore 
also promotes the Intelligent Energy – 
Europe programme. This programme 
is the EU’s tool for funding actions to  
improve market condit ions for  
sustainable energy use and move  
us towards a more energy intelligent 
Europe. 

http://ec.europa.eu/energy/intelligent/

open Days 2009 
EW of regions & Cities
An important event that will take 
place under the label of the  
European Year of Creativity and 
Innovation 2009 are the Open 
Days 2009, the European Week of 
Regions and Cities. In the interlinked  
fields of economy, education as  
well as sustainable development, 
impor tant act ion needs to be  
undertaken in on a regional level.  
This is why regional innovation  
has been earmarked as a priority  
of the EU Cohesion and Regional  
policy for 2007-2013. The Open  
Days 2009 will thus concentrate  
on how the innovative potential 
of the EU can be exploited on a  
reg ional  level .  The event is  
co-organised by the European 
Commission, the DG Regional  
Policy and the Committee of the 
Regions. It is planned for October 
5-8, 2009.

http://www.opendays.europa.eu/

Conference series
23 - 27 March 2009
Thematic Promotion and Dissemination 
Campaign of Project Results & Best  
Available Technologies on the Danube River

CosT FRee
For further information: www.resboat.org
Contact: coordinator@resboat.org

FP7 – Financial & 

Project ManageMent

2-day  intensive management training

12-13 March 2009, Budapest, Hungary

www.eutrainingsite.com
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MEaSUrES to hElP SMall bUSInESSES

Solution of the Quiz:

1 c r e a t i v i t y

2 l u x e m b o u r g

3 e i f

4 e u r o

5 j á n f i g e l

6 c o r d i s

7 s c i e n c e

The solution is: EU funds 

SMEs were in focus in the latest issues of 
our newsletter, and we’ve highlighted their 
importance in the vitilising the European 
economy and creating jobs and employment.

In the second half of 2008 the news were only speaking 
about the financial crisis affecting the economies of the 
world. The crisis started in the US over a year ago and 
has sent shock waves around the globe. Former giants 
of the financial world have found themselves suddenly 
facing bankruptcy. Inevitably, the crisis is also having 
an effect on households and businesses - economic 
growth has slowed sharply and in some EU countries 
unemployment has begun to increase for the first time 
in several years.
At European level sudden measures have been taken by 
the national governments, the European Central Bank and 
the Commission to soften and handle the implications of 
this financial crisis on the European economy. All bodies 
have been working closely together to protect savings, 
maintain a flow of affordable credit for businesses and 
households and put in place a better governance system 
for the future.
Fearing of global recession, among other steps, the 
Commission is pressing for rapid adoption of measures 
proposed in June 2008 to help small businesses, which 
create most new jobs in the EU.
The planned Small Business Act1 was classified as a 
‘crucial milestone’ in reducing bureaucratic and other 
hurdles faced by SMEs. 
The planned act is relating to the EU’s Growth&Jobs 
Strategy and it highlights new policies that are necessary 
to make starting and running a business easier and more 

appealing. This can be done for example by limiting the 
time needed to start a new company to no more than a 
week; obtaining licenses and permits should not take 
more than a month. 
The EU already committed to reducing the administrative 
burden for small firms by 25% by 2012. Proposed plan 
is intended to stimulate interest in entrepreneurship too, 
especially among young people.
Businesses will also have easier access to financing and 
be given a second chance if they fail. In line with this, the 
European Investment Bank plans to diversify the range 
of its instruments to support small firms.
The commission also proposes a new form of European 
company, to help small firms move beyond national 
borders. This new “European private company” rules 
would create a common start-up procedure throughout 
the EU and make it easier for companies to set up 
subsidiaries in other EU countries. Although small firms 
account for more than 99% of companies in the EU (and 
70% of jobs), they remain mostly within national borders, 
unlike large companies.
Other proposals would increase access to government 
support, e.g. for training and research and development, 
and ensure smaller companies are paid promptly. 
Countries would also have the option of reducing VAT 
rates for services supplied by local business.

other measures that the Commission plans 
to take to handle the crisis: 
· On 26 November 2008 the Commission announced 

a comprehensive plan to help the EU economy 
recover from the crisis.

· Quickly adopt the proposed directive on capital 
requirements for financial institutions, impeding 
excessive risk-taking by banks and improving 
supervision of banks.

· Drawing up proposals for stricter regulation of 
credit rating agencies, who failed to spot some of 
the risks that led to the current crisis.

· Analyse the issue of executive pay, amid concerns 
that highly-paid bankers are not held accountable 
for making poor investment decisions.

1 http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/entrepreneurship/docs/sba/SBA_
citizens_summary.pdf
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If you would like to contribute to our next issue of the Europa 

Media newsletter, please send an email to us at: 

magazine@europamedia.org! 

We always like to hear from our readership!

Calls on Energy

Call Identifier Specific Programme Theme Deadline

FP7-PEOPLE-COFUND-2008 FP7 People COFUND 19 February 2009

FP7-ICT-2009-4 FP7 Cooperation ICT 1 April 2009

FP7 – ENERGY-2009-2  FP7 Cooperation Energy 29 April 2009

EXPERTS WANTED
Experts in eco-innovation, energy efficiency, renewable energy and 
sustainable freight transport who want to evaluate project proposals 
under the programmes Intelligent Energy – Europe and Marco Polo 
programme can register at:  http://ec.europa.eu/eaci/call_en.htm

Upcoming events

Conference on strengthening the integration 
of ICT research efforts 
Place: Budapest, Hungary 
Date: 19-20 January 2009
Web: www.logosproject.com/Default.aspx?tabid=666

A conference on strengthening of research efforts in the integration of 
information and communication technology (ICT) will take place in Budapest, 
Hungary, on 19 and 20 January 2009. 
A variety of pedagogical and andragogical (i.e. adult learning) concepts 
support individual learning processes in different stages of the human 
lifetime. This conference aims to explore innovative solutions for individual 
learning processes, focusing on the learner-technology relationship. Topics 
will include some of the following: 
- policy environment: new vision of e-learning; 
- personalised learning environments; 
- institutional development and technologies; 
- virtual mobility; 
- data mining and software ergonomics. 
The conference is organised by the EU-funded LOGOS (‘Knowledge-
on-demand for ubiquitous learning’) project, the project coordinator Antenna 
Hungaria and the European Distance and E-Learning Network (EDEN).  
It marks the completion of LOGOS. 

BIOMATERIAL 2009 technology transfer days, Erfurt, 
Germany
Place: Erfurt, Germany 
Date: 19-20 February 2009 
Web: www.biomaterial2009.de/

The Fifth International Technology Transfer Days BIOMATERIAL 2009 
event will take place on 19 and 20 February 2009 in Erfurt, Germany. The 
conference will mark the completion of the EU-funded INCOMAT (‘Creating 
international cooperation teams of excellence in the field of emerging 
biomaterial surface research’) project. 
One of the main tasks of INCOMAT has been to identify where biomedical 
research could make a significant impact on the quality of life of all European 
citizens. 
In this context, the most important objective of BIOMATERIAL 2009 is to 
identify the scientific areas where cutting-edge developments could provide 
the basis for innovative implants for hard tissue applications. The event 
focuses on the following thematic aspects, each covered by a keynote 
lecture: 
- Bone as a load-adapted, hierarchically-organised composite material; 
- The future of scaffold fabrication for bone tissue engineering; 
- Biomimetic analogue coatings; 
- Perspectives on advanced in vitro testing; 
- Consequences for quality assurance and product certification.

Science Week
Place: Valletta, Malta 
Date: 2-8 March 2009  

The  NSTF Science Week is the peak of all Science Programmes offered by 
NSTF and is  held  in  collaboration  with  the  Malta Chamber of Scientists. 
The Science Projects  (NSTF  Contest for Young Scientists, NSTF Malta 
Student Science Forum, NSTF  School Contest for Young Scientists, NSTF 
Science Art Contest and the NSTF Little Scientists’ Village) aim to promote, 
together with partner organizations, a  positive  exchange  of  scientific  ideas  
amongst students at a national and international  level  by celebrating the 
positive applications of science in all areas  of  Maltese society. This annual 
event held during March / April, targets students,  youths,  young  researchers  
and  entrepreneurs from Malta. Students’ projects  are exhibited and schools 
are invited to visit. The exhibition is also open  to  the  public. Foreign theatre 
companies have been invited over the past two years to put up performances 
related to Science. It is estimated that around 3,000 school children and 
youths visit throughout the week.

Brussels - First European SME Week
Place:  
Date: 6-14 May 2009  
Web: 

The first European SME Week, taking place from 6 to 14 May 2009, is a 
campaign to promote entrepreneurship across Europe and to inform 
entrepreneurs about support available for them at European, national and 
local level.
This event  allows SMEs to discover an array of information, advice, support 
and ideas to help them develop their activities. 
Throughout 2009, events are taking place to inform, assist and connect 
existing and potential entrepreneurs and also help them develop new ideas 
and benefit from personalised information and support. The SME Week 
encourages and supports SMEs to reach their full potential. It also marks an 
opportunity to inspire potential entrepreneurs to ‘take the plunge’ and work 
towards achieving their aspirations. The European SME Week is coordinated 
by the European Commission’s Directorate-General for Enterprise and 
Industry, but most of the events and activities taking place during the SME 
Week are organised by business organisations, support providers, regional 
and local authorities, and others in the participating countries. The SME 
Week is one of the measures implementing the Small Business Act, the first 
comprehensive SME policy framework for the EU and its Member States.


